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BOOK REVIEWS 



Pioneer History Stories. By Charles A. McMurry. I, Pioneers on Land 

and Sea; pp. 261. II, Pioneers of the Mississippi Valley; pp. 218. Ill, 

Pioneers of the Rocky Mountains and the West; pp. 248. New York: 

The Macmillan Co. $0.50 a volume. 

In publishing these stories of frontier life and adventure, Professor McMurry 
indicates the kind of subject-matter which he thinks best adapted to the study of 
history in the fourth and fifth grades. The reasons for his choice are that the 
conditions of our pioneer life are so simple that they may be appreciated and 
understood by a child of nine or ten years, and that a comprehension of these 
conditions is necessary for an intelligent study of our national development. 

These texts are a great improvement on the ordinary " first books of history " 
in that, while they tell of persons and events that have had a large place in our 
national life, they are not mere compilations of facts, with the mature conclusions 
which historians have drawn from these facts, but the stories are living, and the 
child really feels the problems and difficulties which his ancestors had to meet, and 
he too solves them over again for himself. This making of the problem his own 
insures the child's development. 

In order that the teacher may take up first the stories of local interest, the 
author has arranged them in three groups corresponding to the three great divi- 
sions of the country. Since chronology is not important in this first study of 
history, why should a teacher in Kentucky start with the story of Columbus rather 
than that of Boone ? 

While it is true that children of nine or ten years will read these stories with 
interest and appreciation, they may be used almost as well as " supplementary 
reading" in such schools as follow a different course of study from that recom- 
mended by Professor McMurry. They will stimulate further independent reading, 
and awaken an interest in our pioneer history which will last longer than the 
recitation period. 

The Louisiana Purchase, and the Exploration, Early History, and Building 

of the West. By Ripley Hitchcock. Boston: Ginn & Co. Pp. 349. 

$1.25. 

This book fills a need in the textbook field. Although the exploration and 
development of Louisiana territory are treated in other books of history, they are 
treated either so briefly as to be of little help to the child, or so exhaustively as to 
discourage the average student of grammar-school or high-school age. Mr. 
Hitchcock is the first to present a text on this period of our history which is suffi- 
ciently detailed and yet compact and written in narrative form, and published at a 
price which does not prohibit its being in every school library. 

In ninety-four pages are described the exploration and acquisition of 
Louisiana by the Spanish and the French, and its purchase by the United States. 
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